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SUBJECT: FMG HOSTILITY TO DIALOGUE 
REF: LAGOS 2090 

1. IN AIRPORT INTERVIEW MARCH 19, GENERAL GOWON WAS ASKED 
ABOUT REPORT IN SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS THAT NIGERIAN BUSINESSMEN 
WERE VISITING RSA TO NEGOTIATE EXCHANGE OF NIGERIAN OIL FOR 
SOUTH AFRICAN GOLD. 

2. IN HIS REPLY, GOWON SAID FMG WILL INVESTIGATE REPORTED 
TRIP AND WOULD TAKE "NECESSARY STEPS" TO STOP THOSE WHO 
"EMBARRASS THEIR COUNTRY FOR LOVE OF MONEY." HE ADDED THAT 
NO CRUDE OIL SALES CAN TAKE PLACE WITHOUT FMG AUTHORITY, AND 
REFERRED TO REPORTED VISIT BY BUSINESSMEN AS "ILLEGAL" BECAUSE 
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3. COMMENT: AS REPORTED REFTEL AND PREVIOUS, FMG STRONGLY 
OPPOSES VISITS EVEN BY PRIVATE NIGERIANS TO SOUTH AFRICA, BUT WE 
UNDERSTAND THERE IS NO SPECIFIC LEGAL BARRIER TO SUCH TRAVEL. IT 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER "INVESTIGATION" PROMISED BY GOWON WILL 
LEAD TO MORE STRINGENT RESTRICTION ON CONTACT WITH SOUTH AFRICA. 
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